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CELEBRATE THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE! 

The	national	parks	have	been	called	“America’s	best	idea,”	and	
some	of	the	best	scientific	ideas	are	happening	right	now	inside	
these	protected	places	that	welcome	270	million	plus	visitors	
each	year.	Meet	the	wildlife	biologists,	geyser	experts,	and	other	
scientists	doing	research	in	some	of	America’s	most	treasured	
and	scenic	places—our	national	parks.	

On	August	25,	2016,	the	National	Park	Service	turns	100!	
Celebrate	by	tagging	along	with	the	scientists	profiled	in	Park	
Scientists:	Gila	Monsters,	Geysers,	and	Grizzly	Bears	in	America's	
Own	Backyard,	a	book	for	young	readers	from	Houghton	Mifflin	
Harcourt’s	prestigious	Scientists	in	the	Field	series.	Readers	will	

discover	grizzly	bears	and	geysers	in	Yellowstone,	the	iconic	saguaro	cacti	and	venomous	Gila	monsters	
in	Arizona,	and	salamander	and	synchronous	fireflies	in	the	Great	Smoky	Mountains.	Readers	of	all	ages	
will	be	inspired	to	visit	parks	and	perhaps	participate	in	citizen	science	projects.		

Nonfiction	author	Mary	Kay	Carson	and	photographer	Tom	Uhlman	live	in	Cincinnati,	Ohio.	They	are	a	
veteran	Scientists	in	the	Field	team.	Their	books	include	Emi	and	the	Rhino	Scientist,	The	Bat	Scientists,	
Inside	Biosphere	2:	Earth	Science	Under	Glass,	and	the	soon-to-be-released	Mission	to	Pluto.	Visit	them	
online	at	www.marykaycarson.com		and		www.tomuhlmanphoto.com.	

Praise	for	Park	Scientists….	

“With	a	conversationist	bent,	Carson	describes	just	how	
accessible	these	real-life	'natural	laboratories	and	living	
museums'	are	and	how	each	individual	can	act	with	the	
same	spirit	of	inquiry	as	the	scientist-explorers	detailed	
here."		—Booklist	
	

“A	well-written,	unique,	carefully	organized	treat	for	
nature	lovers	and	investigators."	
—School	Library	Journal,	starred	review	
	

"Kids	anticipating	a	trip	to	one	of	these	parks	may	want	to	
study	up	now	and	show	off	their	impressive	vocabularies	
when	they	arrive."		—Bulletin			
	
Park	Scientists	is	a	Junior	Library	Guild	selection	and	
was	a	2015	Ohioana	Book	Award	finalist.	
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